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The Impact of Judicial Reform 
on the Minnesota Supreme Court 
The Minnesota Academy of Science was formed in 1932 to provide for "the advancement of pure and 
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ACADEMY NEWS & NOTES 
From the Editor 
Where are you? 
On more than one occasion in this column we've asked you to tell us what 
you think of the Minnesota Academy of Sciencefourna/and the changes that 
have been made. We've asked you to tell us what you think might improve the 
Journal. We've asked you to give us your opinion on important issues that face 
the Acad my and on important matters that might influence the course of 
science. We've asked, but we've had no response - not one letter. Frankly, we 
don't like it. ls the membership collectively moribund? Where are you? 
This organization is not a board of directors meeting regularly as a debating 
society. Nor is it an executive director operating from an oftke in St. Pau l. The 
organization is you, the membership, and any complaints gone unanswered 
are your responsibility as wel l as ours. Our pleas are in earnest - not a veiled 
attempt to solicit compliments. We at the journal are a small staff of the four 
editors listed on the masthead plus our fine section editors. We do get 
discouraged when our queries to you are met with silence. 
We've asked for manuscripts and those responding have been rewarded 
with a fair, ccitical review, and in some cases, a published article. But we've 
asked for more than that. We've asked you to review for your fellow scientists a 
copic of special interest with which you are fami liar. We've had no volunteers. 
We've asked you to communicate by letter your thoughts on issues of critical 
importance to scientists. Rarely has anyone responded. And, I'm sorry to say, 
the membership-at- large is not alone. On occasion, we've ask d board 
members for items of interest and received no more than a lukewarm 
response. The Journal is not a free-standing entity. We expect guidance from 
you and your offices. 
We are about to launch a new feature, and again we ask your help. To show 
that the academy represents more than an office in St. Paul , we plan co include 
short biographies of members from around the state in our new section, Meet 
the Academy. We will feature people well known and not so well known in the 
Academy. We will tell you about your colleagues and what they do. Who knows 
but that some important new linkages might develop. We request then, that 
when you are contacted by our features editor, Dr. Kle in, please help, and 
please do it promptly. Finally, as always, we ask you to contact us with your 
ideas about the Journal or th Academy. 
We need your help. Someone else is not doing it! 
Dan Gilboe 
Excecutive Editor 
Unionid Mussels May Help Measure Effects of Acid Rain 
How much has acid precipitation 
affected the lakes of northern Minnesota? 
The determination of the effects of acid 
rain on Minnesota's lakes has suffered 
from a lack of sufficient historical data to 
make comparisons. A recent study con-
ducted by Dr. William Downing of Ham-
line University attempts to use the annual 
growth rings of unionid mussels (better 
known as freshwater clams ) as indicators 
of how conditions have changed in sev-
eral northern lakes. Two species of unio-
n ids were found in the sample lake, a 
heavy-shelled variety, Lampsilis radiata, 
and a light shelled variety, Anodonta 
grandis. Of the two, only Anodonta is 
found in lakes suffering from moderate 
acid deposition, and neither species is 
found in heavily damaged lakes, this 
despite resident reports that the lake 
have held clams in the past. Measure-
ments of growth rings have shown that 
growth rates can vary from lake to lake 
but that all clams from a given lake tend 
to display the same pattern of th ick and 
thin rings. Whether or not the observed 
differences in growth rates can be corre-
lated with lake acidity has not yet been 
shown. Persons interested in joining or 
contributing to this project should con -
tact Dr. Downing at Hamline niversity, 
Department of Biology, t. Paul, MN 
55104. 
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Meet the Academy 
In hopes of acquainting Academy 
members with their colleagues through-
out the state, we have ini tiated th is new 
feature, which wi ll incl ude brief biogra-
phies of members and descriptions of 
thei r research interests. Our first profiled 
member is Wayne C. Wolsey,professor 
of chemistry at Macalester College. 
Dr. Wolsey received his education at 
Michigan State University (B.S.) and the 
niversity of Kansas (Ph.D.). His research 
interests are in coordination chemistry, 
primarily in organometall ic and metal-
loborane compounds. Or. Wolsey has 
been a frequent contributor to the Jour-
nal of Chemical Education and has 
shown a strong commitment to under-
graduate and secondary education, dem-
onstrated best by his work with the Amer-
ican Chemical Society's Educat.ion Com-
mittee (Minnesota Section), which he 
chai red from 1973 to 1977. He has also 
been very active in regional and national 
science fairs, serving as coordinator for 
the Twi n Cities regional science fair since 
1980. An active member of the Academy, 
Dr. Wolsey has served as president ( 1981-
82), chairman of the annual meeting 
(1966 and 1978), member of the board of 
directors (1967-85), MAS representative 
to boch the Science Coordinating Com-
mittee of Minnesota (1980-84) and the 
Minnesota Federation of Engineering 
Societies (1981 -date), and chairman of 
the nom inating committee in 1985. He 
has also served as an active member of 
the American Chemical Society, Minne-
sota Section, as chai rman of the Inorganic 
Topical Group (1967-69), chairman of 
the Education Committee (1973-77.), 
member of the Environmental Quality 
Committee (1968-81), and alternate 
councillor (1982-84), chairman of the 
undergraduate research symposium 
(1985) , and most recently as chairman-
elect of the Minnesota Section (1985-86). 
Honors granted to Dr. Wolsey include: 
graduation with "high honor," Michigan 
State University; American Institute of 
Chemists sen ior award, Michigan State 
University; Phi Eta Sigman; Phi Kappa 
Phi ; Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Lambda Upsilon, 
and Sigma Pi Sigma, honorary fraternities; 
National Science Foundation Fellowship, 
University of Kansas (1959-62); and Dis-
tinguished Service Award, Minnesota 
Academy of Science ( 1984 ). 
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